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Mr. Chairman,

1- At the outset, the African Group would like to thank the Assistant Secretary-General,

Controller, Ms. Maria Eugenia Casar, for introducing the reports of Secretary-General, as well as

Mr. Carlos Ruiz Massieu, the Chairperson of the ACABQ for introducing the Committee's

related report.

Mr. Chairman,

2- Despite the repeated Member States calls to the Secretariat for the early issuance of

official documents to allow Member States and the ACABQ enough time to thoroughly study
and consider different subjects, yet all these calls were not responded to by the Secretariat.

3- Considering the seriousness and the impact of the oversight role of the Fifth
Committee for the good reputation and the smooth functioning of the Organization, it is

unacceptable that we are given only five days to consider and take such important decision on

resources allocated for SPMs, which exceed one billion dollars.

4- We are aware that the ACABQ took more time than expected to consider these

resources, but given their magnitude, we cannot blame the ACABQ for considering them

carefully and thoroughly.

5- The African Group calls upon the Secretary General to accelerate the delivery of the

SPMs reports in line with General Assembly resolution 67/246, section I, paragraph 4 and to
establish a mechanism to hold accountable those who are responsible for the late issuance of

official documents and to report thereon to the Fifth Committee at the General Assembly 69th
session. In this mechanism, a clear benchmark for late issuance of UN official documents has to

be included in the senior managers compact.



Mr. Chairman,

6- Special Political Missions have been at the very center of the United Nations efforts to

maintain international peace and security since the establishment of the Organization. From the

deployment of Count Folke Bernadotte to the Middle East in 1947-1948 to the establishment of

the United Nations Assistance Mission in Somalia in 2013, Special Political Missions, in their
different forms, ranging from field-based offices, traveling envoys, to expert groups, have always

played a vital role in conflict prevention, peacemaking and peacebuilding.

7- The African Group also credits the establishment of the United Nations Office to the
African Union (UNOAU) with more effective coordination of United Nations-African Union
responses to issues of common interest, including through the holding of periodic meetings

between the United Nations' Security Council Members and the Members of the African Union
Peace and Security Council.

8- We strongly believe that, given the breadth and complexity of what special missions

are being asked to deliver, a strong financial support of Member States remains a critical
ingredient of their effectiveness.

Mr. Chairman,

9- The African Group appreciates the efforts made by the Secretary General to improve

the presentation and content of his budget proposals on the resources allocated for the 34 of the

36 Special Political Missions presented to member states today, amounting to $540,762,100.

10- As expressed by the ACABQ, we also look forward to further improvements in the

presentation and content of the budget proposals for these Missions, by providing comprehensive

information related to cross-cutting issues in a format similar to that of the overview report on

the financing of the peacekeeping operations; and this, in order to facilitate the consideration of
the issues and enhance decision-making by the General Assembly.

Mr. Chairman,

11- The African Group notes the proposed reductions made both by the Secretary General

and the ACABQ in the resources allocated for Special Political Missions in the civilian, military
and police personnel and non-personnel costs.

12- We reiterate our position that the quality and timeliness of the delivery of all

mandated programmes and activities must always be the overriding factor in determining the

Secretariat's resource requirements and its overall staffing structure for Special Political
Missions.

13- Therefore, the Group will be seeking a number of clarifications on the resources

reduction proposed in Special Political Missions while the mandates and activities of these

Missions are more and more complex, especially those of the Missions operating in Africa.



14- Our Group emphasizes that all Peace Missions should be adequately funded to avoid

any jeopardy to the efforts made by the United Nations to preserve peace, security and stability

in different part of the world.

Mr. Chairman,

15- The Afi'ican Group notes with concern the exponential increase in the financial

requirements and complexity of Special Political Missions over the past decade and acknowledge

their unique characteristics in terms of establishment, financing as well as backstopping, since

they do not follow the regular budget cycle of the United Nations, despite being funded by this

budget.

16- In order to enhance efficiency and transparency of the budgetary process of the
Organization, and taking into account the characteristics of the approval, functioning, scope
and mandate of these activities, we strongly support the funding mechanism of these
missions as proposed by the ACABQ in document A/66/7/Add.21, including establishing a
special and separate account that would be budgeted, funded and reported upon on an annual

basis with a financial period of 1 July to 30 June.

Mr. Chairman

In conclusion, we would like to assure you of our readiness to engage constructively in

negotiations Oil this agenda item with the aim to conclude it in a timely manner.

I Thank You.




