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Mr. Chairman,

6- Special Political Missions have been at the very center of the United Nations efforts to
maintain international peace and security since the establishment of the Organization. From the
deployment of Count Folke Bernadotte to the Middle East in 1947-1948 to the establishment of
the United Nations Assistance Mission in Somalia in 2013, Special Political Missions, in their
different forms, ranging from field-based offices, traveling envoys, to expert groups, have always
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7- The African Group also credits the establishment of the United Nations Office to the
African Union (UNOAU) with more effective coordination of United Nations-African Union
responses to issues of common interest, including through the holding of periodic meetings
between the United Nations' Security Council Members and the Members of the African Union
Peace and Security Council.

8- We strongly believe that, given the breadth and complexity of what special missions
are being asked to deliver, a strong financial support of Member States remains a critical
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Mr. Chairman,

9- The African Group appreciates the efforts made by the Secretary General to impfove
the presentation and content of his budget proposals on the resources allocated for the 34 of the
36 Special Political Missions presented to member states today, amounting to $540,762,100.

10- As expressed by the ACABQ, we also look forward to further unprovements in the
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14- Our Group emphasizes that all Peace Missions should be adequately funded to avoid
any jeopardy to the efforts made by the United Nations to preserve peace, security and stability
in different part of the world.

Mr. Chairman,

15- The Aftican Group notes with concern the exponential increase in the financial
requirements and complexity of Special Political Missions over the past decade and acknowledge
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